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The issue of contraception being available in schools has many mixed views and results all around the world. The reason why it has become a big issue is because of the rising teen pregnancy rate and the increase of STDs. Those who oppose the idea say that the availability of contraception has little to no effect and sometimes offer negative effects. While others believe that the parents’ consent should be required before allowing students to take them from school. Although these issues are common around the world, the result of the places that has implemented the contraception method has shown positive results albeit only in certain areas. These issues are all major reasons why the contraception method hasn’t been adopted into all schools worldwide. Schools should distribute contraception to students and students should have the choice whether they remain abstinent or not.


In schools where the contraception method has been implemented, the use of condoms in that area has increased dramatically. A statement from Maria Sacchetti reads, “More Massachusetts teenagers who are sexually active are using condoms, according to a state survey released yesterday, 11 years after a landmark court ruling said schools could make them available to students.” (The Boston Globe). Surveys also suggest that due to the staff of certain schools being able to hand out condoms at the parents’ consent that has shown the use of condoms has increased. Which shows that because they are free and available to them, they're being used more (The Boston Globe). “In 2004, teenage pregnancy reached a low of 22 births per 1,000, a rate that is significantly below the national average, according to the state Department of Public Health. HIV diagnoses among teenagers also remain rare here; the state recorded 11 cases in 2004.” (Maria Sacchetti). Although the results were mainly positive, birth control is a huge issue itself, particularly in Revere high school.


In some schools, birth control is not only a school’s choice but it’s also the choice of the parents as well. There are many harmful effects birth control substances can have on the body of a developing woman. “REVERE--Kathleen Magno isn't resting this Labor Day weekend. Her city decided earlier this year to allow contraception to be dispensed at Revere High School, and now she wants voters to reverse the program on the November ballot. (Steven Rosenberg) "I don't think this type of thing belongs directly in the school." (Kathleen Magno). The statistics may show positive results of the contraception method but many people uphold their morals more than the numbers they see. In fact, most families want their children to hold off of sex until after high school or after marriage because the use of contraceptives is quite dangerous. Contraceptives aren't what they're cracked up to be. They come with their own set of risks and dangers, especially for girls who are still developing, and the morning-after pill (Plan B) is a euphemism for an abortive action (The Boston Globe). An example of a moral upstanding is from the Rev. George Szal, he states, “I think it's a big mistake," said Szal. "The problem is they're saying go ahead and do what you want, just don't make trouble for us by getting a disease or getting pregnant. And the fact of the matter is condoms don't always work; they leak. And kids discover you lose half the pleasure when you're using an instrument like that.” (George Szal).


Parents are often concerned with not only where contraception is being handed out but to whom. Many parents believe that contraception in middle schools is an “insane” idea (Charmaine Yoest). Charmaine Yoest, spokeswoman for the Family Research Council, a public policy group that promotes traditional family values. She says there's a huge difference between high school and middle school, because in middle school most students are 11 to 14 years of age (Wendy Koch). The age difference makes it a hard decision for parents to agree that tools such as condoms should be given out to middle school students because they are more impressionable and naïve than high school students. Middle schools offering birth control is unlikely, because most Americans want their kids to wait until after high school and marriage to have sex, says Sarah Brown, executive director of the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. Public health officials have been disappointed by research that shows dispensing condoms in high schools does not necessarily lead to greater contraceptive use (Wendy Koch). There are indeed some places that don’t show positive results of the contraception method in high schools and because of the results collected, people believe that dispensing condoms in middle schools would be a complete waste of time and would expose younger minds to sex before parents want them to be. “Proposals to supply sexually active young teens with birth control have cropped 

up across the nation for more than 20 years, but parental opposition has stopped most middle schools from moving ahead.” (Wendy Koch). The issue itself can be considered “insane” by some while others believe that it is a rising issue as more and more teens are being exposed to sex. High school students and middle school students alike are affected and accounted for in the statistics and polls.


Contraception may seem like it’s the best plan to use but in reality contraception isn’t guaranteed to prevent any sexual related consequence from occurring. Having contraception at one's disposal doesn't necessarily mean that it'll reduce pregnancy, or decrease the negative statistics (Irish Times). It is a well-known fact that condoms can break during intercourse and other contraception methods can produce harmful effects to the bodies of growing teen girls. “Also, young people are not aware of the high failure rate of contraception. For example, the latest evidence from the US suggests over 8 percent of all pill-users and 17.4 percent of condom-users will experience pregnancy over a 12-month period.” (Irish Times). There is also no guarantee that teens know how to use condoms correctly. “We also know that 54 percent of all women having abortions used contraception in the month they got pregnant; of the women using condoms, 14 percent were using them correctly.” (Doyle Fletcher).


Around the world many young people are having sex, more are having unprotected sex than others and even those that are using contraception aren’t using them correctly. “Young people across the globe are having more unprotected sex and know less about effective contraception options, a multinational survey revealed on Monday.” (Paul Casciato). Getting contraception into student’s hands isn’t solving the problem because the main problem appears to be that they don’t know how to use them and aren’t being taught how to use them properly. "The results show that too many young people either lack good knowledge about sexual health, do not feel empowered enough to ask for contraception or have not learned the skills to negotiate contraceptive use with their partners to protect themselves from unwanted pregnancies or STIs (sexually transmitted infections)…" (Paul Casciato). This means that by handing out contraception, schools must teach their students how to use them as well, because without proper guidance, distributing them wouldn’t serve a purpose.


The people who agree that schools should distribute condoms believe that kids are having sex regardless of what the adults say and what they know about it. Others believe abstinence is still the best way to combat the sex issue due to it being the only sure-fire way to prevent STDs and teen pregnancy. They believe that handing out condoms gives out the wrong message. “I don't think there's any real debate that we live in a culture where sex is sold as entertainment, as no big deal. And I think most of us, in our heart of hearts, know that's nonsense -- that sex is designed to complement a loving, committed and permanent relationship and that teenagers really aren't ready for it.” (Mark Hare). In the world we live in today, there aren't many people who see sex being sold as entertainment as a small problem. Most people see it as nonsense and believe sex is designed to accommodate a loving, committed and long lasting relationship and teenagers aren't ready for it. Whether or not teenagers are ready for it or not, it is not the parents’ role to control a teenage relationship and whether or not they have sex or not should rest entirely on the teenagers themselves. “"The pro-condom position is that kids are having sex whether we like it or not, so we should at least help them avoid disease and pregnancy. On the other side, people say the only safe sex is no sex, that condom distribution sends the wrong message -- that we expect them to be sexually active when they are not ready for a serious relationship." (Mark Hare). “Young people across the globe are having more unprotected sex…” (Paul Casciato) this shows that it is in the people’s best interest to distribute contraception in schools because regardless of what the teenagers know about the dangers and harmful myths of unprotected sex, they are still going to engage in it whether we like it or not.


Schools should distribute contraception in schools and the students should have the choice on whether or not they remain abstinent. Many teens know the risks and dangers of sex, unprotected or not but they are still going to engage in it. After a while those that are having safe sex soon discover that they’re losing more pleasure that way (Mark Hare).  It’s not up to parents to decide how their child will live their life and they can’t control their child’s relationships and what goes on in it. So it is best that schools and parents teach teens (primarily young men) to respect their relationship partner and to really consider the consequences before engaging in any sexual activity (Doyle Fletcher). Of course abstinence is always the better choice but statistics show that regardless of how many abstinence programs schools use, the students are still going to have sex. 

Works Cited

Casciato, Paul. "More Youngsters Having Unsafe Sex--Global Study." Reuters Media 

      25 Sept. 2011: n.p. SIRS Researcher. Web. 31 Jan. 2012.

"Does Contraception Actually Increase Teen Pregnancy?" Irish Times 27 Mar. 2010: 

     16. SIRS Researcher. Web. 26 Sept. 2011.

Doyle, Fletcher. "The Case for Abstinence; Do 'Plan B' and Other Contraceptives 

     Shape Society?" Buffalo News 23 Mar. 2008: H.1. SIRS Researcher. Web. 4 

     Oct. 2011.

Graham, Kristen A. "Groups: Schools Should Provide Free Condoms." 

     Philadelphia Inquirer 11 June 2008: B.1. SIRS Researcher. Web. 3 Oct. 

     2011.

Hare, Mark. "Birth Control Battle in Revere." Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 5 

     Apr. 2011: n.p. SIRS Researcher. Web. 26 Sept. 2011.

- - -. "Condoms in Schools? It's Not That Simple." Rochester Democrat and 

     Chronicle 5 Apr. 2011: n.p. SIRS Researcher. Web. 19 Jan. 2012.

Koch, Wendy. "Others Not Likely to Adopt School's Contraception Move." USA Toda 

     18 Oct. 2007: n.p. SIRS Researcher. Web. 26 Sept. 2011.

Meyer, Jeremy P. "School Is First in DPS to Offer Contraceptives." Denver Post 

     22 Aug. 2010: A.1. SIRS Researcher. Web. 30 Jan. 2012.

Platt, Pam. "Free Birth Control Just Makes Good Sense." Courier-Journal (July 

     24, 2011): p. H.4. SIRS Researcher. Web. 31 Jan. 2012.

Rosenberg, Steven. "Birth Control Battle in Revere." The Boston Globe 6 Sept. 

     2009: B.1. SIRS Researcher. Web. 26 Sept. 2011.

Sacchetti, Maria. "Teens' Use of Condoms Increases." The Boston Globe 9 June 

     2006: B.1. SIRS Researcher. Web. 29 Sept. 2011.

Simmons, Amy. "Schools Urged to Install Free Condom Machines." ABC Premium News 

     6 Aug. 2010: n.p. SIRS Researcher. Web. 24 Jan. 2012.
