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Dear Mary,

     I know this letter will find you and good health because I am doing everything I need to do to be healthy, wealthy, and wise.  On this beautiful spring morning, I have just completed my day of class work and will go to the gym to complete my daily run.  I know, I know, I haven’t stopped smoking (what a nasty habit to start), but as I run, eat a healthy diet, and learn to appropriately control some of these life issues, you will not have to deal with the negative effects in the future. 

     Life has been a journey hasn’t it?  There were times when I thought we were not going to make it however, we did.  It hasn’t been easy especially with all the moving from place to place, but no matter how difficult it was to adjust to new environments, I always knew I was loved.  Mama always said, “We are a family and we have to stick together.”  Now I need to make sure my two brothers are successful so my mother’s dreams will be fulfilled.  It will happen because we are all on the right path to make our dreams a reality and we will support each other through the process.  I know you are now enjoying their support.
     How is life there in Tennessee?  That home you had built is massive with the beautiful green manicured lawn and the huge swimming pool.  Isn’t it wonderful to awake in the morning to the sound of chirping birds and not piercing gunfire? You have attained your dream of becoming a successful probation officer, you are independent, and even though you have a wonderful soul mate, you are not quite ready to take that plunge into the commitment of marriage.  It will happen in time, along with having children, but right now it is time to continue traveling and seeing the world. There is nothing like having a good man to treat you to the finer things in life and who also understands your dreams and aspirations.  
       I know your will enjoy that cruise you are planning to Paris and Greece. Yes, your journey has been difficult but you have made it.  You have peace of mind and the calmness in your life that that you greatly deserve.  Well done, Mary!  Continue to grow and believe that the best is yet to come.  Remember when you said, “I just don’t think I can be successful”?  Well, you only had one life to live and just look at you now.

With Love,

Mary 

